


_— Eee SF 


cy 

















« 








Nu mes. LXIIL 


The Prompter. 





To be Continued Tue 
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Format. cnim Natura prius, nos intus ad ovnem 





. Labitum. 


For Nature paves the Way within, 


E’er we admit the Paffion in. 


Hor. Art. Poc*. 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 17. 1736. 





HE prettieft Definition of Love, 
that ever I heard in my Life, was 
convey’d to me in a Saryrical 
DiftinEion, between what the 
Gentleman that made it thought 
Love to be, and the Sentiments 
of the Perfon to whom it was 
- addrefs’d. {t happen’d ina mix’d 
Company of Gentlemen and Ladies, that ove of 
them was warmly prefs’d on the Subject of Love, 
by another, who infitted that his Friend had never 
felt that Paffionin the whole Courfe of his Amours, 
and could have no Idea of it. “ Your TENDRESSE, 
“ faid he, is not that of ExTREME Love, but a 
“ TENDRESSE Of EXTREME Humanity.” This 
was inforced to the Company, by a Declaration, 
that it was grounded cn a particular Knowledge of 
the Life and Sentimen:s of the Perfon en whom the 
Accufation fell. The Gentleman, who for fome 
time had been making an Offer of his Heart to a 
young Lady who fat next him, was a little warmed 
at fuch a Character given of him before his Miftrefs, 
by a very old Friend, who might probably be fup- 
pofed, from their long and clofe Intimacy, not un- 
acquainted with his Sentiments, and reply’d, “ That 
“ tho’ the Diftinétion made a very pretty Ap- 
pearance in the Drefs he had given it, and feend 
to contain what it imported, yet to thofe who 
could thoroughly wxderftand the Meaning of the 
Words ExTREME HuMaNiry, the Difference {fo 
ftrongly marked thro’ the Force and Power of his 
Expreffion, would refolve itfelf infenfibly into 
What he call’d the TENDRESSE OF EXTREME 
Love, and become Sywonimous Terms ; that as he 
had formed this Idea of extreme Humanity, he 
was fo favourable as to allow him in lieuof Love, 
on a ‘Knowledge of his Life and Sentiments, he 
expected no lefs from his Juftice, than a publick 
Declaration, that (however Terms might vary, 
- and Ideas convey’d by Expreffions partake of the 
‘ Difference of Expreflions) he, from this Princi- 
, Pile of exrReME Humanity, was capable of 
: doing as much, if not more, than another would 
from that of extreme Love.” ‘The Accufer could 
hot refufe his Friend that Juftification, and I ob- 
ferved the Lady, who had been at firft alarmed, was 
Pleafed to find extreme Humanity could rife, by the 
es Conteffion of him that oppofed the Sentiment, 
as high in its Actions, as the rexdereft Paffion. 
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Many very acrecable and entertaining Notions 
were ftarted on the Oceafion, which furnifhed me 
with freth Oprortunities gf reading the hunian Heart 
in its infinite Variety, a Study the more delighrtul 
to me, as it isan infallible C/we, that leads me thro’ 
the Labyrinth of human Actions, which I, can ex- 
piainto mytelf, and account for; while others wan- 
der thro” the Mazes of wn-inftrubed Reflection, and 
with very good Senfe, Py want of this Study, re- 
main in the Dark, or afcribe wronz Motives to the 
Behaviour of their Fellow Creatures. 


Tue new Break of -Light, that flalbed upon me 
at my Return home, from fo uncommon a Miftinc- 
tion of Love, was fo powerful, thar [ reiolved to 
fet down and ftudy the Sentiment, till I had made 
myfelf Mafter of ir, and could be able to judge be- 
tween the Difpurants. 

‘ 

HuMANITY, in its firit and general Accepration, 
is cail’d by Holy Writers, Good-will towards Men ; 
by Heathens, Philanthropy, or Love of our Fellow 
Creatures. It fometimes takes the Name of Good- 
nature, and delights in Adtions that have an oblizing 
Tendency in them: When ftronely inipre/s'd on the 
Mind, it affumes a higher and nobler Character, and 
is not fatisfy’d with good-natured Aciuons alone, but 
feels the Mifery of others with iaward Pain. It is 
then defervedly named Sezfibility, and is contidera- 
bly increafed in its intrinfick Worth; fo far however 
it is but general, and exerts itfelf equally in the Con- 
cern; of all Mankind, thatis, itis INDIFFERENTLY 
moved, by moving Circumftances ; it does not chule 
A. B’s particular Cafe to be moved at, in Preference 
of C. D's, but is equally touched by both. 


Every thing ftrikes ftronger where there is 2 na- 
tural Propentity, or Difpotirion to receive particular 
Impreffion: Thus the Gay tafte gay Scenes with 
more relifh, than the Saturuine, who from the fame 
Principle are more touched at contrary Reprefenra- 
tions. ‘There is a Savagenefs remarkable in the Na- 
tures of thofe who delight in Bear-garden Specta- 
cles, and a Tendernefs in thofe who deal in Acts of 
Humanity. 


A Mind then, BaseD withthi: vatural Senfibility, 
is more difpofed to feel thofe teader Senfations ot 
Love, than one on whom this Paffion works by 
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comucon Springs. Beauty and Merit may touch a 
Mind, not remarkable for any great Share of Hw- 
sanity in any of ics Stages, and create a warm Paf- 
fionin it; bur none can difpute, but that where a 
Mind is ftamp’d with this peculiar Character of Hu- 
manity, the Effects of that Paffion will be fofter, as 
well as «warmer and more lafting. Its Influence will 
fink deeper, where there is fomething within, ats- 
ral or analogous to it, as in the vegetable World pe- 
culiar Soils beft agree with peculiar Herbs, Roots, } ws 
Nor to aferibe any myftick Power to Sympathy, it ftands 
to Keon, that natural Téndernefs of Difpofition is the 
roper Soil for the texdereft of Paffions to grow in. 
f is an Obfervation almoft too common to be made 
ule of, that Pity fore-runs Love; and what is Pity, 
but zatural Humanity, exerted and unfolded —— 


THosE£ then that will find a real Difference, 
berweerl the Texdreff? of Extreme Humanity, and 
that of Love, are not well enough acquainted with 
the true Nature of that Paffion. Extreme Humanity 
feems to me the higheff and moft refized Degree of 
Love, leaft fubject to Change, moft penetrated wit! 
every thing thar may either regard the Happinets, or 
Fortune of the Perfon beloved, and never to be 
removed, but by a Ceffation of that Merit, which, 
once thought worthy to be loved and cherithed, ever 
will be while ic continues to deferve it. 


Ir is no new thing'in the amorous World, to fee 
the ftrongeft Paffion at laft ceafe, nay turn to abfo- 
lute Indifference, and fometimes to Hate , what then 
becomes of the unfortunate Perfon, where a Mind 
13 noc marked with this éxdelible Character of Huma- 
nity! The inhumane, tho’ once tender Lover, ha- 
vine out-lived his Paflion, remains in abfolute Indif- 
ference: What becomes of the Object of his former 
Love? he never enquires within himfelf, whether 
her Happinefs, dependant perhaps on the Continuance 
of his bation, is not deftroy’d by his withdrawing 
his Heart fiom her; he does not even ask himfelf 
if the fuffers, if he fees Grief painted in her Face, 
or exprefs’d in her Words, he is no more moved 
by ir, than he would by her Smiles. The Lover, 
on the contrary, whofe Heart has the ftrong Biafs 
of Humanity, and who regulates every Action of 
his Life by that Principle, looks forward on the Si- 
tuation to which any Unkindnefs from him, might 
reduce the fair,Sufferer, and can never refolve to give 
Pain undeforved: Tho’ he may have outlived the 
particular Attachment, he never can outlive the 
Sextiments of Humanity, which fhould never end 
bur with Lite itfelf. 


Tr is a miltaken Notion of the Fair Sex, that 
avites from their nor underitanding the Nature of the 
Paffon a: welas the Sexfation of it, which prefers 


th: tusnltuons, violent, and ftroug Impreffion; of 
Love, to the more calm, tender, and ferene ones. 
They think any Sextiment that feems involuntary 
nd owt of our Power not to feel, more true and ¢o. 
nuize,than a Sentiment formed upon Principle, and bo:.; 
from Reflection. ‘They think true Love, like a Tor- 
rent, {hould bear down any thing, till ic has made 
its Way; little reflecting, that when that is done, it 
of courle ffagnates. Whereas the gentle Current 
tho’ it fows flow, touches no Place LIGHTLY, and 


is frrongly felt. 


Tr we were to examine the Sentiments of the 
Lover, on the Principles of Humanity as above ex. 
plained, with his who loves by walgar Springs, it 
would be no difficult Matter to fhew, that the firj 
only has the Pretenfion to the Character of a Lover, 
But that would be of too long Difcuffion, it will be 
fufficient (tO mark. his Superiority over the other) 
to obferve, firft, that the Sentiment of Humanity 
does not exclude his feeling all the Warmth and 
'Tendernefs of Paffion the other feels; and fecond. 
ly, that where the Sentiment of Humanity is join'd 
with that of Love, -there can be no Comparifon be. 
ween the two. 


Ir will refult from hence, that Woman will al- 
ways be fecurer in the Love of one who feels the 
Tendrefle of extreme Humanity, than in one who 
gilclaims all Sentiments of Humanity, as conflituent 

f Love, or effential to it. 


W1TH refpect then to the Debate in queftion, I can’t 
help thinking the Gentleman atracked more deferving to 
be thought a Lover than his Antagonift, and if I was to 
direct the Lady in her Choice, it fhould fall on him; 
for this Reafon, that as his Paffion has the Bafis of Hu- 
manity, and the orher’s difclaims the Aid of Foreign 
Sentiment, and relies folely on its own Scrength, and 
as Love is not immortal in our Sphere, fhe will on 
any fatal Change find a fure Refuge in the Senti- 
ments of the bamane Characer, and a Tendernefs, 
which will not fall very fhort, even of Love itfelf : 
It will require fo nice an Eye to diftinguith it, and 
when it is diftinguifhed, will appear fo vaulable, that 

e will have no reafon to think herfelf unhappy, nor 
feel any Lofs. 


How different her Situation would be, when the 
other Character fhould ceafe to love, is obvious from 
this Reflection, That when he withdraws his Love, 
he withdraws it RADICALLY. When he perceives 
Inclination going, he never ftruggles to retain it, butit 
a new Paffion moves, or if he is only fated with the 
old, he thinks thata fufficient Reafon ; for WHERE 


HuMANITY Is NOT, THERE CAN BE No TYE. 
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